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The history of the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party is inextricably linked to the mod-
ern history of the Armenian nation. The birth of the first Armenian political party was
not a mere coincidence, but a necessity of a time when the Armenian nation in the
Ottoman Empire was awakening from 500 years of persistent injustice, degradation
and deprivation. The Hunchakian party effectively became the vehicle through which
the inspired Armenian youth rose against tyranny and fought for freedom and dig-
nity.
A comprehensive review of the 125 year history of the Hunchakian party is impos-
sible without reviewing the history of the Armenian people from the end of the 19th
century until current times. Unfortunately, whenever we discuss our recent history, we
are instinctively inclined to glorify and justify the actions of our political parties and
the revolutionaries mostly because we feel a moral indebtedness to them for their
sacrifice
This conference is organized with one overarching objective in mind; to review and
analyze our recent history in a critical and academic manner and try to answer ques-
tions that we have so far avoided asking for the aforementioned reason. It is imper-
ative that we evaluate our past history with a new perspective utilizing the modern
tools available to us both in terms of abundance and easy accessibility of archival
materials and the fact that we have many highly qualified academicians and histori-
ans who have the capability and the capacity to present to us our recent history
based on facts and devoid of any glorification or mythification.

ABOUT  TH E
CONFERENCE
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PROGRAM
9:00 am – 9:20 am Registration, Exhibition, Coffee/Cookies
9:20 am – 9:30 am Welcoming Remarks

4:45 pm – 5:00  pm Closing Remarks

9:30 am – 11:00 am SESSION I
Moderator: Prof. Sebouh Aslanian

PROF. HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN "From End of Empires to the Global Age: Issues and Questions in
Armenian Political Ideology and Strategy"

REV. DR. ABEL MANOUKIAN “The Founders: Their Formative Period as University Students”
PROF. GERARD LIBARIDIAN “At the Origins of the Social Democratic Hunchakian Party: Problems and 

Paradoxes”
Q & A

11:15 am – 1:00 pm SESSION II
Moderator: Prof. Houri Berberian

PROF. VAHRAM SHEMMASSIAN “Absolute Monarchy”: The Hunchakian Revolutionary Episode in
Armenian Musa Dagh during the 1890s.

DR. GARABET MOUMDJIAN “1895 to 1914: The Relations of Armenian Political/Revolutionary
Organizations with the Young Turks”

PROF. KEVORK BARDAKJIAN “Ideology and Literature: The Mother Party and Some of Her Literary
Children”

Q & A

2:00 – 3:15 SESSION III
Moderator: Prof. Ara Sanjian 

PROF. RICHARD HOVANNISIAN "The Hunchakian Party and the First Republic of Armenia"
MR. ARAM ARKUN “The role of the Hunchakian party in post WWI Cilicia”
PROF. ARA DOSTOURIAN “The Labor & Political Work of the SDHP of the Eastern U.S.A. in the Context of the 

Worldwide Hunchakian Movement (1890-2000)”
Q & A

3:30 – 4:45 SESSION IV
Moderator: Prof. Gerard Libaridian 

Dr. Vartan Matiossian "The Hunchakian Party in the Armenian Communities of South America: An
Outline of its Early History"

Prof. Ara Sanjian "Khrushchev, Karabagh and the Hunchakians: A Documented Journey in the
World of Oral History in-Progress"

Q & A for this and all previous sessions

11:00 am – 11:15 am Coffee Break

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm Lunch Break

3:15 pm – 3:30 pm Coffee Break
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MODERATORS

PROF. SEBOUH ASLANIAN

Sebouh David Aslanian was born in Ethiopia and received his Ph.D. (with distinction)
from Columbia University in 2007. He holds the Richard Hovannisian Endowed
Chair of Modern Armenian history at the department of history at UCLA. Aslanian
specializes in early modern world and Armenian history and is the author of numer-
ous articles in peer reviewed as well as two books. His recently published From the
Indian Ocean to the Mediterranean: The Global Trade Networks of Armenian Mer-
chants from New Julfa (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2011) was the re-
cipient of the PEN USA literary award for the most outstanding first book of the year
from UC Press. It was also awarded the Middle East Studies Association’s (MESA)
Houshang Pourshariati Prize for best book in Iranian Studies for 2011. Aslanian is
currently working on a third book project provisionally entitled The Voyage of the
Santa Catharina: A Global Microhistory of the Indian Ocean. He is also conducting
research for a book project on early modern Armenian print culture and “book his-
tory” that seeks to shed light not only on the diasporic production of Armenian books
from Amsterdam, Venice and Constantinople to Madras and Venice, but also on how
these books were consumed and read by early modern readers.

PROF. HOURI BERBERIAN

Houri Berberian is Professor of Middle Eastern History at California State University,
Long Beach, where she also serves as Director of the Middle Eastern Studies Program.
She is the author of a number of articles and a book, Armenians and the Iranian
Constitutional Revolution of 1905-1911: “The Love for Freedom Has No Fatherland”
(2001). She is currently working on a book project that explores the connectedness
of the Russian, Iranian, and Ottoman Revolutions of the early twentieth century
through the circulation of Armenian revolutionaries and ideas.
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MODERATORS

PROF. ARA SANJIAN

Ara Sanjian is Associate Professor of Armenian and Middle Eastern History and the
Director of the Armenian Research Center at the University of Michigan-Dearborn.
Born in Beirut, Lebanon, he received his school education there. From 1986 to 1991
he studied for his master’s degree in history at Yerevan State University. From 1991
to 1994 he did his PhD in modern history of the Middle East at the School of Oriental
and African Studies, the University of London. From 1996 to 2005 he was the Chair-
man of the Department of Armenian Studies, History and Political Science at Haigaz-
ian University in Beirut. In fall 2003, he was the Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan Visiting
Professor in Armenian Studies at California State University, Fresno.
His research interests focus on the post-World War I history of Armenia, Turkey and
the Arab states of Western Asia. He is the author of Turkey and Her Arab Neighbors,
1953-1958: A Study in the Origins and Failure of the Baghdad Pact (2001), as well
as a monograph and a number of scholarly articles. He is currently working on a
book-length project on the Armenian quest for Mountainous Karabagh under Soviet
rule in 1923-1987.

PROF. GERARD LIBARIDIAN

Historian Gerard Jirair Libaridian has authored and edited a number of books, most
recently Modern Armenia and The Challenge of Statehood. He has published and
lectured extensively on the modern history and contemporary affairs of the Caucasus
and the Middle East.
Until recently he held the Alex Manoogian Chair in Modern Armenian History and
was Director of the Armenian Studies Program, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
From 1991 to 1997, Dr. Libaridian served as adviser, then senior adviser (foreign
and security policies) to the former President of Armenia, Levon Ter-Petrossian, First
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs (1993-1994) of the newly independent republic,
and Ambassador-at-Large as well as secretary of Armenia’s Security Council (1994-
1997).
He is currently working on a new volume, “Anatomy of Conflict. Nagorno Karabakh
and the New World Order.”
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Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian is a sociologist and associate faculty member of Oxford Uni-
versity’s Oriental Institute, focusing on Middle Eastern and Armenian Studies. From
2002 to March 2012 he taught and held various academic positions at University
of Cambridge. He received his PhD from the London School of Economics and Polit-
ical Science (University of London), Master of Public Administration from California
State University Northridge and Master of Divinity degree from St. Vladimir’s Ortho-
dox Theological Seminary.
Dr. Tchilingirian has published and lectured extensively on sociological, ecclesiastical,
and cultural-educational issues in the Diaspora and the Armenian Church
(www.hratch.info). He has served Armenian communities in the United States and
the United Kingdom for more than 30 years in many capacities and is very active in
the Armenian community in London. He currently holds various leadership positions,
including as President of St. Sarkis Church Trust, Chairman of St. Sarkis Parish As-
sembly and trustee of several charities. Dr. Tchilingirian writes and consults on areas
of his research interests, which include Christian communities in the Middle East
today, inter-ethnic conflicts, Turkish-Armenian relations, and Diaspora studies.

The founding ideological and strategic pillars of Armenian political parties in the late
19th century in general and the Hunchakian Party in particular were social democ-
racy and the "liberation of the Armenian people" living under suppression and injus-
tice. While many of the fundamental principles of social democracy and freedom
have remained relevant in the world in the last 125-year, the changes and develop-
ments ushered by the end of Empires in the 20th centuries and the emergence of a
connected globalised world pose numerous questions that have not been fully ad-
dressed by the leadership of the Party.
What is the relevance of an Armenian political party that has existed for 125 years
to Armenians living in the 21st century Los Angeles, Paris, Beirut, Damascus or
Buenos Aires? Dr. Tchilingirian will attempt to deal with this question and offer some
thoughts and reflection for future consideration.

PROF. HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN
OXFORD UNIVERSITY, UK

BIOGRAPHY

“FROM END OF EMPIRES TO THE GLOBAL AGE: ISSUES AND QUESTIONS IN
ARMENIAN POLITICAL IDEOLOGY AND STRATEGY”

PARTICIPANTS

SD
HP
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Rev. Dr. Abel Hratch Manoukian was born in Beirut, Lebanon. In 1973, he was ad-
mitted to the Theological Seminary of St. Etchmiadzin, Armenia, graduating in 1979
with high honors. In 1987, he received his Master of Theology from the University
of Vienna, Austria and in 1993, his Doctor of Theology from the same university.
From 1989 to 1991, he was a founder and director of the Center for Christian Edu-
cation in St. Etchmiadzin and Yerevan. From 1992 to 1994, he was the Pastor of
the Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church in Toronto and Vicar General of the Dio-
cese of the Armenian Church of Canada.
In 1994-1995, he was the Director of the Center for Christian Studies and Theology
of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of Canada in Montreal. From 1995 up until
recently, he was the Parish Priest of the Armenian Community in Switzerland . Rev.
Dr. Abel Manoukian speaks three classical and six modern languages and has au-
thored over 28 books and numerous scholarly articles published in five languages.

In the 1980's a group of young Armenian intellectuals from Western Armenia and
the Caucasus arrived in Geneva to pursue their higher education. They were imbued
with revolutionary ideas and utterly dissatisfied with both the Ottoman and Russian
autocracies, under which both Western and Eastern segments of the Armenian nation
endured. Armenians had to be liberated from foreign yoke to re-establish their right
for a meritorious life in their own independent state.
Geneva in this period was the hub of Marxist and Socialist oriented Russian intellec-
tuals, such as Plekhanov, Alexander Ivanovich Herzen, Bakunin, Vera Ivanova Za-
sulich and later on Lenin and others. Naturally, close ties were established between
these Russian and Armenian dissident intellectuals, shaping their revolutionary ideals
and convictions. While being imbued with international ideals, the Armenian stu-
dents’ focus remained the Armenian Question: the liberation of the Armenian people
and the establishment of a just civil society. With this mission in mind, they established
the first Armenian revolutionary party in August 1887 and within three months started
the publication of their official paper called “Hunchak.” The organization was thus
named the Hunchakian party.  
Rev. Dr. Abel Manoukian aims to present and analyze documentary notes about the
lives and activities of the founders in Geneva as university students.  

REV. DR. ABEL MANOUKIAN

BIOGRAPHY

“THE FOUNDERS: THEIR FORMATIVE PERIOD AS UNIVERSITY STUDENTS”

PARTICIPANTS

thr
ou

gh
ou

t h
ist

ory



8

Historian Gerard Jirair Libaridian has authored and edited a number of books, most
recently Modern Armenia and The Challenge of Statehood. He has published and
lectured extensively on the modern history and contemporary affairs of the Caucasus
and the Middle East.
Until recently he held the Alex Manoogian Chair in Modern Armenian History and
was Director of the Armenian Studies Program, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
From 1991 to 1997, Dr. Libaridian served as adviser, then senior adviser (foreign
and security policies) to the former President of Armenia, Levon Ter-Petrossian, First
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs (1993-1994) of the newly independent republic,
and Ambassador-at-Large as well as secretary of Armenia’s Security Council (1994-
1997).
He is currently working on a new volume, “Anatomy of Conflict. Nagorno Karabakh
and the New World Order.”

Three major paradoxes dealing with the early years of the founding of the Hun-
chakian party. These paradoxes, which deal with worldview of the founders of the
party and the relevance of that worldview to relations with Western Armenia, the
Church and Marxist ideology, explain much about the difficulties the Party faced as
well as those that challenged the Armenian people in general.

BIOGRAPHY

“AT THE ORIGINS OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC HUNCHAKIAN PARTY:
PROBLEMS AND PARADOXES”

PROF. GERARD LIBARIDIAN
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, ANN ARBOR, RETIRED

PARTICIPANTS
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Dr. Vahram Shemmassian is Associate Professor and the Director of the Armenian
Studies Program in the Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Litera-
tures at the California State University, Northridge. He holds a Ph.D. in History from
the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). His dissertation is titled “The Ar-
menian Villagers of Musa Dagh: A Historical-Ethnographic Study, 1840-1915.” He
has also been the principal of three Armenian schools in Southern California.
Prof. Shemmassian has conducted extensive research in thirty-five governmental and
non-governmental archives in the United States, Europe, the Middle East, and Arme-
nia, gathering data on such areas of interest as the Armenians of Musa Dagh and
the Sanjak of Alexandretta, as well as Armenian Genocide survivors in the Middle
East at the end of World War I. He has published many scholarly articles, delivered
lectures at community events and in universities, and participated in international
symposia and conferences.
He has received awards of appreciation from the Knights of Vartan and the Mousaler
Association of California, as well as a certificate of recognition from the California
State Assembly. In the summer of 2010 the Ministry of Diaspora of the Republic of
Armenia awarded Dr. Shemmassian the “William Saroyan” medal for his contribu-
tions to the promotion and preservation of Armenian culture in the Diaspora.

A group of Social Democrat Hunchakian Party (SDHP) revolutionaries on its way to fomenting
unrest at Zeytun, Cilicia, in order to draw the attention of the European Powers to the plight
of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire, arrived in Musa Dagh in 1893 and established what
it termed “absolute monarchy” for the next three years. The creation of a civil tribunal and a
police force, imposition of restrictions on alcohol use, curtailment of free movement, and in-
fliction of harsh punishment on troublemakers, marked the new regime and brought about
relative peace, albeit temporarily, to Musa Dagh’s fragmented and contentious society.  Most
Musa Daghians including women joined the Hunchakian movement through a variety of meth-
ods such as propaganda, indoctrination, and playing on fears.  Some Alawites from neigh-
boring Svedia also enlisted. The general membership partook in military drills with weapons
smuggled from the island of Cyprus.  To be sure, there was opposition to the SDHP from the
conservative and religious circles (Apostolic, Protestant, and Catholic), as well as unanimous
disapproval on the part of foreign diplomats and missionaries posted in the region.
Tensions grew with the arrival of Hunchakian reinforcements, modest as they were, from the
United States in spring 1895 following news of new Armenian massacres at Sasun, Bitlis
province.  The Ottoman government sent warships to monitor the northern Syrian coastline,
deployed additional ground troops, and formed a commission of inquiry to investigate the
crisis.  Despite these measures, the government refrained from applying actual force for fear
of European intervention.   Thanks to the mediation of a Capuchin monk at Kheder Beg (one
of the six main villages in Musa Dagh) and an Italian engineer at nearby Svedia, the episode
ended peacefully, whereby the revolutionaries surrendered and ultimately were sent abroad
as agreed upon.  Meanwhile, the government tightened its control by increasing the number
of military observation posts around Musa Dagh. This situation prevailed until World War I.

PROF. VAHRAM SHEMMASSIAN 
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, NORTHRIDGE

BIOGRAPHY

“ABSOLUTE MONARCHY: THE HUNCHAKIAN REVOLUTIONARY EPISODE IN

ARMENIAN MUSA DAGH DURING THE 1890S”
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Dr. Garabet K. Moumdjian Holds a doctorate in history from UCLA. He is an inde-
pendent historian and also a security consultant and linguist specializing in the Mid-
dle East for US federal government agencies. Moumdjian is also an Arabist and an
Ottomanist.
He has conducted research at the Directorate of Ottoman State Archives (Başbakanlık
Osmanlı Arşivi, BOA).

Why did the SDHP remain aloof regarding relations with the CUP, while the ARF
went ahead with it? (Not participating in the two Ottomans opposition conferences
of 1902 and 1907. Special importance is here given to the activities of SDHP leader
Arpiar Arpiarian)
Did the internal problems and divisions within the party present a reason for this
aloofness? After the 1908 revolution, why did the SDHP align itself with the opposi-
tion (Prince Sabaheddin and his League of Decentralization)? What was the role of
the SDHP in the Ottoman Parliament and Armenian life in general during the consti-
tutional period (The party did achieve some important growth during the constitutional
period to the detriment of the ARF as per the ARF 6th [1911] and 7th [1913] General
Congresses documents, which is also indirectly attested to by Sapah-Gulian's books
on the period (especially his report to Pokr Hayk Armenian Communities, and the
"Badaskhanadunere")?
Finally, what was the reason(s) motivating the party to the project of the Talaat Pasha
assassination, which led to the famous trials and the execution of the party leadership
(20 Gakhaghannere) right before WWI?

DR. GARABET MOUMDJIAN
INDEPENDENT HISTORIAN

BIOGRAPHY

“1895 TO 1914: THE RELATIONS OF ARMENIAN POLITICAL/
REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZATIONS WITH THE YOUNG TURK”

PARTICIPANTS
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Professor Kevork B. Bardakjian was born in Beirut, Lebanon. He received his first de-
grees in Armenian studies from the University of Yerevan and his D.Phil. from Oxford
University, England. As a Senior Lecturer and Armenian Bibliographer he taught Ar-
menian literature, language, culture and history at Harvard University and at the Har-
vard Extension from 1974 to 1987.
In 1987, he became the first holder of the newly-established Marie Manoogian Chair
of Armenian Language and Literature at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and
founded, directed, and taught at, the University of Michigan Summer Armenian In-
stitute in Yerevan, Armenia (1988-2009). From 1995 to 2007, he was Director of
the Armenian Studies Program at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Professor
Bardakjian has been active in the Society for Armenian Studies and a number of
other professional societies, has served on the editorial boards of some Armenian
studies journals, has published many books and articles and has lectured extensively
in the US and abroad.
Professor Bardakjian is a Fellow of the Armenian National Academy of Sciences and
is currently President of the Society for Armenian Studies.

From their founding days onward, all Armenian political parties have attracted into
their ranks, a large number of Armenian writers, some of great and others of modest
fame.  Apart from Awetis Nazarbekian (1866-1939), one of the founders of the
SDHP, who published under the pen-name Lerents, late-nineteenth and early-twentieth
authors such as Ghazaros Aghayan, Shirvanzade, Tzerents, Leo, Smbat Byurat,
Tigran Kamsarakan, Levon Pashalian, Shushanik Kurghinian, Avetik Isahakyan in his
early years, and many others are believed to have been members or sympathizers,
or in some ways associated with the SDHP.  Some of these authors attained leader-
ship positions in the highest echelons of their respective parties, playing significant
roles in partisan or national politics. 
One such figure was Arpiar Arpiarian (1851-1908), a celebrated author and an in-
fluential journalist who, for almost a decade in the 1890s, was embroiled in intra-
and inter-party political strife, while trying to reform his party from within, and to ori-
ent the public through the periodical press and his writings.  This paper will attempt
to look into his literature, the short novel Karmir zhamuts (Crimson Offertory) in par-
ticular, to sketch some of the ways in which his very own hnchakian vision of an Ar-
menian political future took shape and manifested itself in this same short novel.  The
critical and violent 1890s within both the Armenian realities and Ottoman and inter-
national politics will form the background to the paper.

PROF. KEVORK BARDAKJIAN
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN , ANN ARBOR

BIOGRAPHY

“IDEOLOGY AND LITERATURE: THE MOTHER PARTY AND SOME OF
HER LITERARY CHILDREN”

PARTICIPANTS

thr
ou

gh
ou

t h
ist

ory



12

Professor Hovannisian was born and raised in Tulare, California. He received his
BA (1954) and MA (1958) degrees from the University of California, Berkeley, and
his PhD (1966) from University of California, Los Angeles. He was an Associate Pro-
fessor of History at Mount St. Mary’s College, Los Angeles, from 1966 to 1969. He
has also been on the UCLA faculty since 1962 where he developed both the under-
graduate and graduate programs in Armenian History.
In 1987, Professor Hovannisian was appointed as the first holder of the Armenian
Educational Foundation Endowed Chair in Modern Armenian History at UCLA. He
is the author or editor of 30 volumes and more than 60 scholarly articles.
He is a founder and six-time president of the Society for Armenian Studies and serves
on the editorial boards of five journals and on the boards of directors of ten scholarly
and civic organizations, including the Facing History and Ourselves Foundation; the
International Institute on the Holocaust and Genocide; International Alert; the Foun-
dation for Research on Armenian Architecture; and the Armenian National Institute.
Professor Hovannisian is a Guggenheim Fellow who has received numerous honors
for his scholarship, civic activities, and advancement of Armenian Studies.

The Republic of Armenia, 1918-1920/21, was created under dire circumstances.
Initially, it was a small, landlocked area around Yerevan and Echmiadzin and
crammed with countless Western Armenian refugees and lacking any significant in-
frastructure. Matters improved by 1919, by which time the Republic had incorporated
the province of Kars and had more than doubled in size.
Still, there was much wariness on the part of the Western Armenian diasporan com-
munities, which had always regarded the "Yergir," that is the homeland around Van.
Sasun, and Mush to Erzerum and Erzinka, as the focal point of the liberation move-
ment. There was concern that by recognizing the small Armenian republic around
Yerevan, the victorious Allied Powers would decrease the Ottoman territories that
were to be awarded the Armenians. Moreover, since the party Dashnaktsutiun was
in control of the government and parliament of the Armenian republic, that party's
political opponents (who clustered around the National Delegation of Boghos Nubar
Pasha in Paris) were generally distrustful of the "Araratian republic."
The exception to this attitude was displayed by the Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party and especially its ideologue Sabah-Gulian, who made a clear distinction be-
tween the transitory nature of any political regime and the importance of the perma-
nent nature of the state.

PROF. RICHARD HOVANNISIAN
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES

BIOGRAPHY

“THE HUNCHAKIAN PARTY AND THE FIRST REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA”

PARTICIPANTS
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Aram Arkun is a specialist in modern Armenian history who has published a number
of articles on the Armenians of Cilicia, including on the 1909 massacres and the be-
ginning of the Genocide. His research interests include the post World War I repa-
triation of the Armenians of the sancaks of Kozan (Sis) and Marash, and the ensuing
conflicts. Formerly the Coordinator of the Krikor and Clara Zohrab Information Center
of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern) and editor of the quar-
terly English-language Armenian periodical Ararat published by the Armenian Gen-
eral Benevolent Union, he at present is working in Henrico, Virginia as an
independent editor and translator, as well as associate editor for the Armenian Mir-
ror-Spectator.
Mr. Arkun has published articles and annotated translations on Ottoman and Iranian
Armenian topics, as well as contemporary Armenian events, in scholarly journals,
encyclopaedias, and books. He is a Princeton University graduate (B.A.), with a mas-
ter’s degree in international relations (University of Pennsylvania), and a C.Phil. from
UCLA. He has taught at New York University, UCLA, and the University of Michigan
at Ann Arbor.

Cilicia was one of the strongholds of the Social Democratic Hunchakian Party from
its early days in the nineteenth century.  After the Armenian Genocide and World
War I, as Armenians returned to their homes in Cilicia, branches of the party were
reorganized in Adana and many other towns and villages in the area. The Hun-
chakian Party remained as the largest Armenian political organization in Cilicia. As
such, it played an important role in the reconstruction of Armenian life during the pe-
riod of British and French occupation. In addition to political work, it organized par-
tisan groups which fought the Turkish Nationalists. In parts of Cilicia, such as the
town of Zeytun, it was the sole active political party but in most other places it had
at least one or two rival parties. In some large Armenian centers like the city of Hajin,
it dominated community life despite bitter struggles with the Armenian Revolutionary
Federation.
This paper will examine the role of the party in Cilician Armenian political life, fo-
cusing primarily on Zeytun and Hajin, places with overwhelmingly Armenian popu-
lations, while also referring to developments in Adana.  Aside from military efforts
in Zeytun and Hajin, volunteer movements in Cilicia to aid Hajin will be investigated.
The direct relations of the Hnchagian Party with other Armenian organizations, and
its role in bodies like the Armenian National Union and Armenian Inter Political Party
Councils, as well as its dealings with the French and Turks, will be analyzed.

MR. ARAM ARKUN
INDEPENDENT HISTORIAN

BIOGRAPHY

“THE ROLE OF THE HUNCHAKIAN PARTY IN POST WWI CILICIA”
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Professor Ara E. Dostourian, is a Professor Emeritus of History at West Georgia State
University and former research fellow in Armenian Studies at Harvard University, has
spent decades studying the development and characteristics of Christianity as prac-
ticed historically by the Armenian people.
Professor Dostourian received a Ph.D. in Byzantine History from Rutgers University,
having earlier received an MA in Medieval History from Fordham University and a
Masters of Divinity from the Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, MA. He is the
author of numerous articles on Armenian history and religion, and is the translator
and editor of Armenia and the Crusades, 10th to 12th Centuries: The Chronicle of
Matthew of Edessa.
In addition to his expertise in Byzantine and Medieval history of Armenia and the
Transcaucasus region, Professor Dostourian has also done research and published
several articles on Armenian nationalism and socialism.

The history of the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party in the East coast. As an immi-
grant group, how successful was the SDHP in integrating with the American labor
movement? Also how successful were they in importing socialist and working class
ideas to the immigrant Armenian-American communities?

PROF. ARA DOSTOURIAN
PROF. OF HISTORY EMERITUS, UNIVERSITY OF WEST GEORGIA

BIOGRAPHY

“THE LABOR & POLITICAL WORK OF THE SDHP OF THE EASTERN U.S.A. IN THE
CONTEXT OF THE WORLDWIDE HUNCHAKIAN MOVEMENT (1890-2000)”

PARTICIPANTS
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Vartan Matiossian was born in Montevideo and lived in Buenos Aires until 2000.
He graduatedfrom the Khrimian High School and the University of Buenos Aires, and
has a Ph.D. in History from the Academy of Sciences of Armenia with the Armenian
community in Argentina from its beginnings until 1950 as his subject. He currently
lives in New Jersey and is the executive director of the Armenian National Education
Committee in New York.
A historian and literary scholar, Matiossian has published many books, articles, trans-
lations, book reviews, and essays in Armenian, Spanish, and English. He is the author
of five books in Armenian, including a biography of the writer Gostan Zarian, a his-
tory of the Armenian communities in Latin America until 1950, a collection of trave-
logues about Armenia, a biography of the Oriental dancer Armen Ohanian
(coauthored with Artsvi Bakhchinyan), and a collection of studies, book reviews, and
essays on Armenian literature. He has recently published a book in Spanish about
the Armenian community of Argentina. He has also co-edited the book “Yeghishe
Charents: Poet of the Revolution” with Marc Nichanian. He has translated and pub-
lished 13 books from Armenian into Spanish, including anthologies of Yeghishe Char-
ents, Baruyr Sevag, and Armenian post-Soviet poetry, and “Comrade Panchooni,”
by Yervant Odian.

The125th anniversary of the foundation of the Social Democratic Hunchakian Party
is coincidental with the 100th anniversary of the foundation of its Argentinean chap-
ter, the oldest in South America. However, at this point, it is only possible to make
an introduction to the early history of the party in the region (including the chapters
later founded in Uruguay and Brazil), for reasons that are more or less common to
the study of Armenian parties in the Diaspora: unavailability of archival materials;
near unavailability of newspaper collections; unreliability of secondary sources.
The paper will introduce some of the main highlights of party history in the three
South American countries, which may serve as a guide for future in-depth research.
At this point, the paucity of factual information makes virtually impossible any attempt
to analyze in detail the impact of the Hunchakian Party in the early history of the Ar-
menian communities of South America. This impact must be properly measured, since
the party had to withstand the ideological competition of Armenian Progressives--
who enriched their rank and file at its expense, particularly in the 1920s and
1930s—while making tactical alliances against the Armenian Revolutionary Feder-
ation for the political control of the communities.
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Ara Sanjian is Associate Professor of Armenian and Middle Eastern History and the
Director of the Armenian Research Center at the University of Michigan-Dearborn.
Born in Beirut, Lebanon, he received his school education there. From 1986 to 1991
he studied for his master’s degree in history at Yerevan State University. From 1991
to 1994 he did his PhD in modern history of the Middle East at the School of Oriental
and African Studies, the University of London. From 1996 to 2005 he was the Chair-
man of the Department of Armenian Studies, History and Political Science at Haigaz-
ian University in Beirut. In fall 2003, he was the Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan Visiting
Professor in Armenian Studies at California State University, Fresno.
His research interests focus on the post-World War I history of Armenia, Turkey and
the Arab states of Western Asia. He is the author of Turkey and Her Arab Neighbors,
1953-1958: A Study in the Origins and Failure of the Baghdad Pact (2001), as well
as a monograph and a number of scholarly articles. He is currently working on a
book-length project on the Armenian quest for Mountainous Karabagh under Soviet
rule in 1923-1987.

On 6 May 1961, Nikita Khrushchev, the Soviet Communist Party chief, on a visit to Ar-
menia to preside over the 40th anniversary celebrations of the republic’s sovietization,
formally met with a select group of activists from the Armenian Diaspora. This would
eventually prove to be a unique occurrence in the Soviet Union’s 74-year history. Three
Hunchakian leaders – Harutiun Guzhuni, Zhirayr Nayiri and Peniamin Zhamgochian –
were among the Diasporan activists meeting Khrushchev. 
For the Hunchakians, this meeting became important because Guzhuni grabbed the op-
portunity to tell Khrushchev directly that the Armenians of the Diaspora wished to see the
jurisdiction of the Soviet Armenian republic extended over both Nakhichevan and Moun-
tainous Karabagh. 
The minutes of this meeting were declassified after the disintegration of the Soviet Union
and were published in 2003. Armenian readers in the Diaspora, however, had already
become acquainted with what had happened during this meeting through the travelogues
of both Zhamgochian and Nayiri, published in 1961 and 1962, respectively, as well as
through references made to this meeting in at least two separate newspaper interviews
given by Guzhuni, in 1968 and 1971. 
By comparing the official minutes of this meeting with the way it was later remembered
and presented to readers by Zhamgochian, Nayiri and Guzhuni, as well as with other
very brief accounts of a few other Hunchakian activists of the same generation – Vahrij
Jerejian, Bebo Simonian and Manuel Atamian – who probably all learned about it from
those who had attended the meeting, it becomes possible to trace the gradual changes
in emphasis in the evolving Hunchakian narrative concerning the exchange between
Guzhuni and Khrushchev. 
Prof. Sanjian will also argue that this particular episode of oral-history-in-progress con-
forms to the changes in emphasis in the evolving Hunchakian position in the 1960s and
1970s about how Armenians should seek the annexation of Nakhichevan and Moun-
tainous Karabagh to Soviet Armenia within the existing Soviet political structures. This
argument can be substantiated by similar attitudes expressed in other Hunchakian pub-
lications of the same period.
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